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Presidentõs Message  

November Meeting  

Wednesday, November 9
th
 at 10 a.m. at Casa LTG.

 

 

Holiday Coffee 

Wednesday, December 14th, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

See page 5 for more information. Continued on next page. 

I want to congratulate you on the splendid and ele-

gant success of the WCCR Gala 2016. It took our table all 

afternoon before noticing the little photos of kids among 

the flowers on the table arrangement. Such a beautiful 

touch! Everything bore the perfume of care, generosity, 

efficiency and femininity.  Alexis Fournier 

 

Iõd like to thank you for the Gala Dinner. I was not 

able to attend, but our representatives had a blast that 

night.  Gina Ledezma, Emerson 

 

I was amazed. No sooner had I signed in than a 

lovely young woman took my arm and escorted me to 

my seat. I felt so welcomed!  Gillian Lewis 

 

These are just a few of the dozens of comments we 

have received from our guests who attended the òFrom 

Auction to Action: Planting Seeds of Possibilityó Gala 

held Saturday October 8
th
 at the beautiful Club Campo 

Lago. 

The photos we have included in this issue on pages 

3 and 4 and the link we provide there help tell the story.  

Our 148 guests commented on the gorgeous set-

ting, enthusiastically sampled the gourmet appetizers, lis-

tened to the music of Frontera Cero, and enjoyed com-

plementary wine as they outbid each other during the 

silent auction on everything from jewelry to dinners at 

Costa Ricaõs finest restaurants, to gourmet food baskets. 

Later, during the live auction, facilitated by Russell Bell 

and Lisa DeFuso, our guests raised their paddles high for 

hotel stays, one-of-a-kind travel experiences, home dé-

cor, art, and more. 

I shared our history and our mission and highlight-

ed the story of one of our scholarship recipients, Daniela 

Ramírez. This was followed by a video created especially 

for the event, which captured in pictures our scholarship 

and Schoolbooks for Kids programs. The presentation 

was particularly meaningful to many of our Gala at-

tendees who were guests of members and were hearing 

about our 76 -year-old legacy for the first time.  

So, of course what about the money? How much 

did we raise that night? Well, we don't have the final fig-

ures yet, but I can say with confidence that we raised 

well over $27,000 in net proceeds , which is the most 

money ever generated in a single event by the WCCR! 

Our total included $9,000 in corporate and foun-

dation donations from Emerson, National Instruments, 

Huggies, Western Union, and Do the Right Thing Foun-

dation. One family heard about our mission and was in-

spired to fundraise at their family reunion, resulting in a 

$500 donation from the descendants of Antolín Chinchil-

la Gutiérrez. Our fundraising total was without question 

a huge win for our programs and for the club.  

It takes a village to produce an event with this level 

of quality. First and foremost, I want to thank my fellow 
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Presidentõs Message 

Gala Planning Committee members, who truly made this 

fundraiser their top priority for months. They were an in-

credibly talented, collaborative team, and it was a privi-

lege for me to work in partnership with Patricia Arauz, 

Diane Blomgren, Anu Jaya Bolas, Janet Burke, Weronika 

Nossowicz, Veronica Opladen, Pamela Rutledge, and 

Grace Woodman. 

In addition, we were joined by WCCR members 

who sold tickets, procured auction items, prepared bid 

packets, designed display boards, and served as volunteers 

the night of the event. We could not have created this 

event without these amazing women. 

For the first time in our history we had high school 

student helpers who joined us in producing our annual 

fundraiser. I want to thank the 10 student volunteers from 

Lincoln School who helped with registration, the greeting 

and seating of our guests, served as runners and assistants 

during the live and silent auctions, and assisted in the se-

cured auction check-out area. These young women were 

remarkable in their ability to respond to the needs of our 

guests and to the Gala Planning Committee. 

We also want to thank Blue Valley senior xxxxxxxx        

sssss who produced the video for us. She took the music 

we had chosen, the photos of our members, scholarship 

winners, and Schoolbooks for Kids book recipients, and 

masterfully put it all together into a heartwarming video. 

As Pati Arauz said òThe world will be in good hands if 

these young women are running it.ó 

And so, to everyone who helped make this event a 

smashing success, we say thank you. Once again, you 

have shown that when we work together, anything is 

possible. Because of your efforts, we can now open even 

more doors for Costa Rican young people and help make 

their dreams a reality. Our thanks and gratitude to you 

all! 

Lincoln students and                          shown at right 

mailto:newsletters@wccr.org
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Gala Photos 

4ÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÁÉÄ ÏÕÔ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙ  
×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÌÏÒÆÕÌ ÎÁÍÅ ÓÉÇÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÎË-ÙÏÕ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÂÏÏË ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ ÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÓÅÔÔÉÎÇȢ #ÈÅÃË-ÉÎ ×ÅÎÔ ÓÍÏÏÔÈÌÙ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ  ÇÒÅÁÔ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓȦ 

'ÕÅÓÔÓ ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÂÉÄÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÓÉÌÅÎÔ ÁÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÔÅÍÓȢ 

4ÈÅ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÔÅÍÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙÅÄ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÇÅȢ 

!ÕÃÔÉÏÎÅÅÒ ,ÉÓÁ ÁÎÄ ÇÕÅÓÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÎÅ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÄÅÃÉÄÅ 
×ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÏÏË ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÔÕÒÅ ÄÒÅÓÓȢ 

Click here to see more photos of our fun and successful gala!  


